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This is What We Believe In
Andrew H. Wang

We believe that the Holy Father, the Holy Son and the Holy Spirit are three persons and yet one God who
is the only true God, the creator of the universe, life, and the human race.

We believe that the Holy Father, the Holy Son and the Holy Spirit, the only one true God of three persons,
is omniscient, omnipresent and omnipotent, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in
love and faithfulness.

We believe that God in His own image and likeness created the human race, living creatures created and
loved by God. However, men chose to rebel against and deny the God who created them, and sin has thus
come to the human race who are therefore alienated from the life of God. Death comes to all men as a conse-
quence, and thus all men die. This is the death of the human body. The worst has yet to come as men face the
second death in which men’s bodies and souls will perish in hell forever.

We believe that the Holy Father still loves the human race despite the fact that the human race chose to
rebel against Him. He does not wish to see anyone perish by going to hell, and therefore, provides salvation
for the human race by sending His one and only Son Jesus Christ to become a man and come to this world,
calling the human race to repent and believe in the gospel, to be reconciled to God, and to have eternal life.

We believe that Jesus Christ is the one and only Son of the Holy Father, and yet He Himself is God just
as the Holy Father and the Holy Spirit are. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born to be a man through
a virgin by the name of Mary — the Word became flesh. He is completely God and completely man. In or-
der to redeem the sins of the entire human race, He was crucified and died on the cross, the righteous for the
unrighteous. Each and every one who wills to receive the salvation of Jesus Christ receives the forgiveness of
their sins, and their lives will not perish but they will have eternal life. The salvation through Jesus Christ is
the only salvation available to the human race.

We believe that Jesus was raised from the dead three days after He died on the cross as He conquered
the power of death. Forty days after His resurrection, He returned to heaven praying for His believers. He is
coming back.

We believe that the Holy Spirit is more than the power of God. He is one of the three persons in the
Godhead. He has come to let us know our sins and to lead us to repentance. He also comes into the hearts of
those who obey Him in repentance and believe so that these people all receive a new life. All believers who
obey the Holy Spirit who lives in them will experience the growth of their spiritual lives to be more abundant
and more like the image of their Lord.

We believe that God chose the church before the creation of the universe although this was revealed later
to the human race through the New Testament of the Bible. The church is the body of Christ, who is the head of
the church. Each and every one who has repented and believed in the gospel must join the church, worshiping
and serving the Lord at a church, learning to love one another, proclaiming the gospel through teamwork so
that God will be gloried and man edified.

We believe that Jesus is coming back. Upon his return, believers who are already dead will be resurrect-
ed. Their physical bodies, along with those of the believers who are still alive at that time, will be changed to
glorious bodies, and they will all be taken up to heaven to be with the Lord forever.

We believe that the Bible is God-breathed, revealing God’s will for mankind, being the only basis of the
truth, and the principle for believers’ lives. All believers must read, study and live out the Bible diligently.
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Is Unconditional Security of Salvation Biblical?

After one is saved through faith in Jesus Christ,
is there any possibility that he might lose his salva-
tion? Many Christians believe that once a person is
saved, regardless of what he might do that he should
not do; or what he might not do that he should do,
he will never lose his salvation. This is known as
unconditional security of salvation, also known as
once saved, always saved.

On the other hand, some other Christians ad-
vocate that unless Christians follow the directives in
the Bible, being watchful always, and holding on to
their faith, they might lose their salvation.

This is not an issue of your liking or prefer-
ence, but rather, an issue of which position is bib-
lical?

Andrew H. Wang

once saved, always saved, came from a theologian
by the name of John Calvin. His way of thinking
has had a profound impact on many who think that
the unconditional security of salvation is the abso-
lute truth.

John Calvin was born in 1509 in France, and
was a theologian of the 16th Century during the Ref-
ormation. His theology has become the foundation
of the Reformed Theology. John Calvin has been
highly respected in church history.

But we must remember that no theologian is
God regardless of how highly they might be respect-
ed. In addition, after the apostles whom God used to
write the New Testament of the Bible were martyred
one after another, God has completed His revelation
through the Bible. Consequently, no theologians




how highly they might be respected. In other words,
no statements made by theologians can replace any
statements in the Bible.

Therefore, we must abide by the following
four principles when reading statements of theolo-
gians:

1.When a statement made by any theologian
contradicts with the statement made by Jesus as re-
corded in the Bible, the statement that Jesus made as
recorded in the Bible is correct, and the statement by
the theologian is in error.

2.When a statement made by any theologian
contradicts with the statement made by the Holy
Spirit as recorded in the Bible, the statement that the
Holy Spirit made as recorded in the Bible is correct,
and the statement by the theologian is in error.

3.When a statement made by any theologian
contradicts with the statement made by a prophet as
recorded in the Bible, the statement that the proph-
et made as recorded in the Bible is correct, and the
statement by the theologian is in error.

4.When a statement made by any theologian
contradicts with the statement made by an apostle
as recorded in the Bible, the statement that the apos-
tle made as recorded in the Bible is correct, and the
statement by the theologian is in error.

In short, when a statement made by any theolo-
gian contradicts with the Bible, the Bible is correct,
and the statement by the theologian is in error.

Some Christians are eager to study theology
and yet neglect reading the Bible, and consider state-
ments made by theologians to be the absolute truth.
They then use the theological statements to judge the
Bible. When they find the scriptures to be in contra-
diction with the theological statements, they tend to
ignore the scriptures, or make a big circle to prove
that the scriptures do not mean what they say! This
is pitiful indeed. After all, is the Bible the truth? Or
is theology the truth?

tional security of salvation — once saved, always
saved?

People who advocate the unconditional securi-
ty of salvation often quote John 10:28-29 to support
their position.

John 10:28-29 Jesus says: 21 give them eternal
life, and they shall never perish; no one can shatch
them out of my hand. #® My Father, who has given
them to me, is greater than all; no one can shatch
them out of my Father’s hand. — NIV —

This is known as a double-guarantee — “no
one can snatch them out of my hand,” and “no one
can shatch them out of my Father’s hand.” This
“double-guarantee” is a direct quotation from the
Bible and therefore, unconditional security of salva-
tion is self-evident!

But is this “double-guarantee” uncondition-
al?

In fact, John 10:28-29 is Jesus’ conclusion of
this “double-guarantee.” But we must not ignore the
CONDITION of this “double-guarantee” that Jesus
states in John 10:27.

Following is the complete statement that Jesus
makes in regard to this “double-guarantee”:

John 10:27-29 27 My sheep listen to my voice;
I know them, and they follow me. 21 give them
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can
snatch them out of my hand.® My Father, who has
given them to me, is greater than all; no one can
snatch them out of my Father’s hand. —N1v—

John 10:27 is the CONDITION of this “dou-
ble-guarantee.”

John 10:27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know
them, and they follow me. — NIV —
The two verbs, “listen” and “follow” in the
statement, “My sheep listen to my voice” and “they



when Christians listen daily to the voice of Jesus (in-
stead of listening to the voice of theologians when
theologians talk about something different from Je-
sus’ teaching), and follow Jesus daily (instead of fol-
lowing theologians), then Jesus guarantees, “no one
can snatch them out of my hand” and “no one can
snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”

Is There Any Possibility that Christians Might
Lose Salvation?

What Does Jesus Say About This?

Matthew 24:10-13 Jesus speaks of the end
time: ° At that time many will turn away from the
faith and will betray and hate each other, 't and many
false prophets will appear and deceive many people.
2 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of
most will grow cold, B but he who stands firm to the
end will be saved. —NIV—

John 15:1-2 Jesus says:! I am the true vine, and
my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch
in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more
fruitful. — NIV —

Revelation 3:14-16 Jesus told Apostle John:
14 To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and
true witness, the ruler of God’s creation, * I know
your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish
you were either one or the other! ¢ So, because you
are lukewarm — neither hot nor cold — I am about

to spit you out of my mouth. — NIV —

Believers of John Calvin’s “unconditional se-
curity of salvation — once saved, always saved” be-
lieve that it is Jesus’ job to keep Christians so that
no Christians will ever perish. Why then did Jesus
say:

1. “At that time many will turn away from
the faith” (Matthew 24:10) 2. “but he who stands
firm to the end will be saved.” (Matthew 24:13) 3.
“He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit.”

neither hot nor cold — I am about to spit you out of
my mouth.” (Revelation 3:16)

These statements of Jesus indicate that Jesus
does not agree with the unconditional security of
salvation invented by a theologian about 15 centu-
ries later.

What Does the Holy Spirit Say About
This?

1 Timothy 4:1 * The Spirit clearly says that in
later times some will abandon the faith and follow
deceiving spirits and things taught by demons.

— NIV —

This statement of the Holy Spirit indicates that
the Holy Spirit does not agree with the unconditional
security of salvation invented by a theologian about
15 centuries later.

What Does Apostle Paul Say About This?

Romans 11:22 2 Consider therefore the kind-
ness and sternness of God: sternness to those who
fell, but kindness to you, provided that you contin-
ue in his kindness. Otherwise, you also will be cut
off. — NIV —

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 * Now, Brothers, I want to
remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which
you received and on which you have taken your
stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise,
you have believed in vain. — NIV —

1 Timothy 5:14-15 ** So I counsel younger
widows to marry, to have children, to manage their
homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for
slander. ** Some have in fact already turned away to
follow Satan. —NIV—

These are Apostle Paul’s statements:

1. “provided you continue in his kindness, other-
wise, you also will be cut off.” (Romans 11:22)

2. “if you hold firmly to the word I preached
to you, otherwise, you have believed in vain.” (1




3. “Some have in fact already turned away to
follow Satan.” (1Timothy 5:15)

These statements of Apostle Paul indicate that
Apostle Paul does not agree with the unconditional
security of salvation invented by a theologian about
15 centuries later.

What Does Apostle Peter Say About This?

2 Peter 2:20
20 If they have escaped the corruption of the
world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus and are
again entangled in it and overcome, they are worse
off at the end than they were at the beginning.
— NIV —

This statement of Apostle Peter indicates that
Apostle Peter does not agree with the unconditional
security of salvation invented by a theologian about
15 centuries later.

The statements made by Jesus, the Holy Spirit,
Apostle Paul and Apostle Peter, as recorded in the
Bible, contradict with the theological theory of “un-
conditional security of salvation — once saved, al-
ways saved” invented by John Calvin.

Then, is Jesus’ teaching correct? Or is Calvin’s
teaching correct? Is the Holy Spirit’ statement cor-
rect? Or is Calvin’s statement correct? Is Apostle
Paul’s saying correct? Or is Calvin’s saying correct?
Is Apostle Peter’s statement correct? Or is Calvin’s
statement correct? In short, is the Bible correct? Or
is Calvin correct?

Hebrews 3:12-14 and Hebrews 10:25-27 are
God-breathed, and thus give us the conclusion with
God’s authority:

Hebrews 3:12-14 12 See to it, brothers, that
none of you has a sinful unbelieving heart that turns
away from the living God. **But encourage one an-
other daily, as long it is called Today, so that none of
ou may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. ** We

the end the confidence we had at first. — NIV —

Hebrews 10:25-27 % Let us not give up meeting
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another — and all the more as you see
the Day approaching. % If we deliberately keep on
sinning after we have received the knowledge of the
truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 2’ but only a fearful
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will
consume the enemies of God. —NIV—

The Bible clearly warns Christians that if we
do not meet together regularly and encourage each
other often; if we are not watchful, we are likely to
have a sinful unbelieving heart that turns away from
the living God and ends up in hell. Do you believe
in what the Bible says? Or do you prefer to believe
in theology?
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Jesus Is Coming Back
Andrew H. Wang

Introduction

I have been asked from time to time about the
difference between Christianity and other religions.
In fact, the Gospel of Jesus Christ is different from
all other religions from beginning to end. Jesus is
God, who created the heavens and the earth. Which
religion other than Judaism and Christianity claims
that their god created the heavens and the earth?
Can you please let me know which god and what his
name is? Can you prove that this god indeed created
the heavens and the earth?

Judaism and Christianity, in fact, worship the
same God although they have different definitions
for the God that each worships.

Jesus is God and yet he became aman. He came
to this world to save the human race who rebelled
against God. Jesus died on the cross for them so that
those who wish to turn around their mindset in order
to be reconciled with God need not bear their own
death penalty as Jesus already paid for their penalty
by dying on their behalf. The Roman Empire, the
super power during the first century, crucified crimi-
nals who were not Roman citizens, and that was the
way they crucified Jesus under the pressure of the
Jewish leaders. Which god of which religion died
for his people in order to save them? Which god of
which religion has shown humankind such a tran-
scendent love beyond human comprehension?

Jesus was raised from the dead three days after
he was crucified and he is alive today. Had Jesus
not been raised from the dead and were Jesus not
alive today, how then could he come back? Has
any god from any other religion been raised from
the dead? Is any god from any other religion alive
today? Which god of which religion promises that
he will return?

Please read this article carefully and then make
a judgment for yourself to see whether Jesus is in-

a lie, you then should not believe in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. However, if Jesus is indeed coming
back as promised and prophesied, shouldn’t you
then make up your mind and believe in Jesus now?

The Bible Clearly States that Jesus Will Return
to This Planet

John 14:1-3 — in the New Testament of the
Bible: Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust
in God; trust also in me. 2In my Father’s house are
many rooms; if it were not so, [ would have told you.
I am going there to prepare a place for you. *And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where I
am. — NIV —

Acts 1:6-11 — in the New Testament of the Bi-
ble: ®So when they met together, they asked him,
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the king-
dom to Israel?” " He said to them, “It is not for you to
know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
authority. ®But you will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the ends of the earth.” °After he said this, he
was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid
him from their sight. ® They were looking intently
up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of
Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking
into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken
from you into heaven, will come back in the same
way you have seen him go into heaven.”

— NIV —

When Will Jesus Return?

What many of us are most interested in regard-
ing Jesus’ return is the timing — When will Jesus
return? If we know when he will return, we will be
all relaxed up until the few days before he returns,
and only then we will get busy and get ready. If we
know beforehand that Jesus will not return in our
lifespans, why then should we be serious about our
Christian faith in this life? So, tell me, when will
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You think you are clever, and yet God is not
stupid either. God intentionally does not want us to
know the exact date of Jesus’ return so that we shall
all be prepared and ready at all times.

Matthew 24:36-44 in the New Testament of the
Bible: 3 No one knows about that day or hour, not
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the
Father. 3" As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be
at the coming of the Son of Man. *®For in the days
before the flood, people were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah
entered the ark; *° and they knew nothing about what
would happen until the flood came and took them
all away. This is what it will be at the coming of
the Son of Man. “° Two men will be in the field; one
will be taken and the other left. ** Two women will
be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and
the other left. 42 Therefore keep watch, because you
do not know on what day your Lord will come.
But understand this: If the owner of the house had
known at what time of night the thief was coming,
he would have kept watch and would not have let his
house be broken into. *So you also must be ready,
because the Son of Man will come at an hour when
you do not expect him. (Andrew H. Wang’s remark:
Jesus called himself the Son of Man.) —n~1v—

The Bible clearly states that no man knows the
date of Jesus’ return, so that all Christians should be
prepared and ready for his return at all times. Un-
fortunately, there have been several false prophets
throughout the human history, telling people that
they knew the date of Jesus’ return. Many Chris-
tians were fooled by them and quit their jobs and
sold their houses, waiting for Jesus’ return on the
dates the false prophets promised. But Jesus did not
return on the dates as promised by the false proph-
ets. As aresult, many people who do not understand
the issue of Jesus’ return think that the whole issue
about Jesus’ return is a false story. The fact is that it
is true that Jesus will surely return, but the dates of
his return as announced by these false prophets were
false. The Christians who were fooled by the false
prophets were the Christians who did not read the
Bible, and that was why they were fooled!

The Signs of Jesus’ Return

Although God does not wish to let humans
know the exact date of Jesus’ second coming, he
gives us some signs of his return. By these signs,
we know for sure that Jesus is coming back and we
can also know how far away from now when Jesus
will return.

The Sign #1 of Jesus’ Return

In the 6th century B.C., through the prophet
Daniel, God told us that there would be five nations
that would rule Europe (which is related to the rule
of Israel). After that, Jesus will return!

In the sixth century B.C. when the Jews dis-
owned God, God let the Babylonian Empire, the su-
perpower of that time, invade the kingdom of Judah,
and took some Jews to Babylon. A young, Jewish
man named Daniel, who was a godly person, was
taken to the palace of the Babylonian Empire.

One day, Nebuchadnezzar, the king of the Bab-
ylonian Empire, had a strange dream. But when he
woke up, he forgot what the dream was about. He
then summoned all the enchanters of the Babylonian
religion and asked them to tell him of the dream,
otherwise, they would be killed. The enchanters of
the Babylonian religion were scared to death in face
of this unreasonable command, as they had no way
knowing the dream that the king dreamed of. The
only thing they knew was that their heads would be
chopped off soon. However, at this very moment,
Daniel, a young Jewish man, in order to solve the
dilemma for the king, prayed to the only true God
whom he worshipped, asking God to let him know
the dream that the king had dreamed about. God
indeed told Daniel about the dream and its meaning.
This dream was a very important revelation about
what would happen in Europe and the second com-
ing of Jesus. Other than God, no one else could have
known these things.

Daniel 2:31-45 in the Old Testament of the Bi-
ble 3 You looked, O king, (Andrew H. Wang’s note:
Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon) and there before
you stood a large statue — an enormous, dazzling
statue, awesome in appearance. %2 The head of the




statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of
silver, its belly and thighs of bronze, *1Its legs of
iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay.
% While you were watching, a rock was cut out, but
not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet
of iron and clay and smashed them. * Then the iron,
the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were bro-
ken to pieces at the same time and became like chaff
on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept
them away without leaving a trace. But the rock that
struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled
the whole earth. % This was the dream, and now we
will interpret it to the king. * You, O king, are the
king of the kings. The God of heaven has given you
dominion and power and might and glory; *1In your
hands he has placed mankind and the beasts of the
field and the birds of the air. Wherever they live,
he has made you ruler over them all. You are that
head of gold. 3° After you, another kingdom will
rise; inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one
of bronze, will rule over the whole earth. “° Finally,
there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron — for
iron breaks and smashes everything — and as iron
breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all
the others. # Just as you saw that the feet and toes
were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this
will be a divided kingdom; yet it will have some of
the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed
with clay. 2 As the toes were partly iron and partly
clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly
brittle. * And just as you saw the iron mixed with
baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will
not remain united, any more than iron mixes with
clay. *1In the time of those kings, the God of heaven
will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed,
nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will
itself endure forever. ®This is the meaning of the vi-
sion of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by hu-
man hands — a rock that broke the iron, the bronze,
the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. The great
God has shown the king what will take place in the
future. The dream is true and the interpretation is
trustworthy. — NIV —

The history of Europe verifies the biblical

history of Europe is indeed completely accurate! As
prophesied in the Bible, a total of five nations have
ruled Europe beginning in the sixth century B.C.
The next event in the Biblical prophecy is the second
coming of Jesus.

The First Nation That Ruled Europe:

The Babylonian Empire: 605 B.C. — 539 B.C.
The Babylonian Empire ruled Europe for 66 years,
from 605 B.C. through 539 B.C. The Babylonian
Empire was overturned by Medo-Persians in 539
B.C.

The Second Nation That Ruled Europe:

The Medo-Persian Empire: 539 B.C. — 334
B.C. The Medo-Persian Empire ruled Europe for
205 years, from 539 B.C. through 334 B.C. The
Medo-Persian Empire was overturned by the Greeks
in 334 B.C.

The Third Nation That Ruled Europe:

The Greek Empire: 334 B.C. — 27 B.C. The
Greek Empire ruled Europe for 307 years, from 334
B.C. through 27 B.C. The Greek Empire was over-
turned by the Romans in 27 B.C.

gold Babylon
~(605BC-539BC)
silver Medo-Persia
(539BC-334BC)
bronze Greece
~(334BC-27BC)
iron 7} Rome
' T (27BC-AD1453)

European Union
(AD1993-)
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The Fourth Nation That Ruled Europe:

The Roman Empire: 27 B.C. — A.D. 1453
The first king of the Roman Empire was Augustus
(the title of the Roman king is Caesar) who ruled
for 40 years, from 27 B.C. through A.D. 14. Since
the Common Era is based on the birth of Jesus,
therefore, in A.D. 1 when Jesus was born, Augustus
was on the governing throne. This verifies the story
about the birth of Jesus as recorded in the Gospel
According to Luke, chapter 2 to be accurate.

In A.D. 395, the Roman Empire split into the
Eastern Roman Empire and the Western Roman Em-
pire. The Western Roman Empire extinguished in
A.D. 476. The Eastern Roman Empire, also known
as Byzantine, or simply known as the Roman Em-
pire, was overturned by Ottoman Turks in A.D.
1453. The Roman Empire ruled Europe for 1,480
years.

From A.D. 1453 when the Eastern Roman Em-
pire was extinguished till A.D. 1993 when the Eu-
ropean Union was established, there was a gap of
540 years. During this period, each nation in Europe
ruled their own country; however, two aggressive
rulers attempted to rule Europe. One of the two was
Napoleon of France and the other, Adolf Hitler of
Germany. Both failed. Napoleon of France was de-
feated at Waterloo in the then Netherlands (and Bel-
gium in the present day) in June 1815 whereas Hitler
of Germany was defeated in Normandy of France in
June 1944,

Had Napoleon of France and/or Hitler of Ger-
many succeeded in their ambitions to rule Europe,
the Biblical prophecy would have been unreliable as
the Bible prophesied in the sixth century B.C. that
there would be five nations that would rule Europe
before Jesus returns. Neither France nor Germany
fits the biblical description of the fifth nation that
would rule Europe.

The Fifth Nation That Ruled Europe:

The European Union: A.D. 1993 —

Daniel 2:41-43 in the Old Testament of the Bi-
ble # Just as you saw that the feet and toes were
partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will

strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed
with clay. #2 As the toes were partly iron and partly
clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly
brittle.  And just as you saw the iron mixed with
baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will
not remain united, any more than iron mixes with cl
ay. — NIV —

This biblical passage describes the situation of
the European Union well:

1. Each member country of the European Union
has its own government.

2. Consequently, the European Union has its
strength and weakness.

3. The European Union is composed of various
nationalities and the people are not strongly united.

After these five nations have ruled Europe, the
next event in the prophecy is Jesus’ return. Thus the
time of Jesus’ return can not be too far away from
now!

The Sign #2 of Jesus’ Return

In the First Century, the Gospel of Jesus Christ
was proclaimed in Israel only. Jews and the Roman
government were extremely hostile towards Chris-
tians. They not only crucified Jesus on the cross, but
also put Christians to death. Under such an extreme
hostility, it was highly probable that the Gospel of
Jesus Christ would end then and there!

In that environment of extreme hostility to-
wards the Gospel of Jesus Christ, Jesus said that the
Gospel would be proclaimed to all nations before
His return. This was highly unlikely to happen be-
cause of the extremely hostile environment to Chris-
tianity when Jesus made this statement. However,
today, the Gospel of Jesus Christ has been indeed
proclaimed to all nations. Will it be far away from
now when Jesus returns?

Matthew 24:3 in the New Testament of the Bi-
ble 2 As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives,
the disciples came to him privately. “Tell us,” they
said, “when will this happen, and what will be the
sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”



this age.

Matthew 24:14 in the New Testament of the
Bible (The following is Jesus’ reply to the question
raised by His disciples.) ** And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

— NIV —

There Are Two Phases of the Second Coming
of Jesus

1. Jesus descends to the clouds and catches
Christians up to meet Him in the air

2. Jesus and the Christians descend to the
Mount of Olives outside the east gate of Jerusalem

Phase 1 of Jesus’ Second Coming — Jesus
descends to the clouds and catches Christians up to
meet Him in the air

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 in the New Testament
of the Bible ¢ For the Lord himself will come down
from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice
of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God,
and the dead in Christ will rise first. 7 After that,
we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

— NIV —

Phase 2 of Jesus’ Second Coming — Jesus and
the Christians descend to the Mount of Olives out-
side the east gate of Jerusalem

In the event of the phase 2 of Jesus’ second
coming, there will be an international war against
Jerusalem. Jesus will personally be involved in this
war, defeating all nations and restoring the nation of
Israel.

Zechariah 12:1-3 in the Old Testament of the
Bible: *This is the word of the LORD concerning
Israel. The LORD, who stretches out the heavens,
who lays the foundation of the earth, and who forms
the spirit of man within him, declares: 2 “T am going
to make Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surround-
ing peoples reeling. Judah will be besieged as well
as Jerusalem. 2 On that day, when all the nations of
the earth are gathered against her, I will make Je-

who try to move it will injure themselves.”
— NIV —
Zechariah 14:2-4 in the Old Testament of the
Bible: 21 will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to
fight against it; the city will be captured, the houses
ransacked, and the women raped. Half of the city
will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not
be taken from the city. ® Then the LORD will go out
and fight against those nations, as he fights in the
day of battle. *On that day his feet will stand on the
Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem ... —N1v—

The Sign #3 of Jesus’ Return

As stated earlier in this article, when the in-
ternational war against Jerusalem breaks out, Jesus,
along with the saints who have been caught up into
the air will descend to the Mount of Olives outside
the east gate of Jerusalem. This international war is
to attack Israel, but after A.D. 70 when the Roman
Empire, the superpower of that time, used force to
scatter the Jews all over the world, the nation of Is-
rael ceased to exist. Therefore, before this interna-
tional war against Israel is to take place, the nation
of Israel must be restored, and the Jews must occupy
Jerusalem.

Now, let’s see what has happened in the 20th
century:

1. Jews were scattered all over the world by
the force of the Roman Empire in A.D. 70, and 1,878
years later, on May 14, 1948, Israelites, not assimi-
lated by other peoples, returned to the land of their
forefathers and re-established the nation of Israel.
This is unprecedented in human history, fulfilling
God’s prophecy in the Bible.

2. Jews were forced out of Jerusalem in A.D.
70 by the Roman Empire. 1,897 years later during
the Six-Day War of June 5-10, 1967, Jerusalem re-
turned to Israel, again, fulfilling the prophecy in the
Bible.

Concluding Remark

I said in the introduction of this article, “Please
read this article carefully and then make a judgment
for yourself to see whether Jesus is indeed coming
back or not. If his promised return is a lie, you then
should not believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
However, if Jesus is indeed coming back, shouldn’t
ou then make up your mind and believe in Jesus
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Do Humans Come from the Same Ancestor?

The Bible indicated in 1,500 BC that humans
have the same ancestor. All humans are descendants
of the first couple, Adam and Eve, who were the first
man and woman created by God. This is obviously
not true judging by common sense, as humans have
different races and human skins have different col-
ors — black, yellow, and white. How could we then
have the same ancestor? The Bible is obviously in
error!

Six months after humans moved into the 21st
Century, scientific research leaped into a new era.
On June 22, 2000, Dr. Francis S. Collins and the
U.S. President Bill Clinton made a shocking an-
nouncement at the White House saying that after
more than a decade of research, we completed the
first draft of the human genome, our own instruc-
tion book, one important step forward to disclose the
mystery of our life.

“The human genome consists of all the DNA
of our species, the hereditary code of life. This new-
ly revealed text was 3 billion letters long, and writ-
ten in a strange and cryptographic four-letter code.
Such is the amazing complexity of the information
carried within each cell of the human body, that a
live reading of that code at a rate of one letter per
second would take thirty-one years, even if reading
continued day and night. ”

President Bill Clinton said on that day, “With-
out a doubt, this is the most important, most won-
drous map ever produced by humankind. ... Today
we are learning the language in which God created
life. We are gaining ever more awe for the complex-
ity, the beauty, and the wonder of God’s most divine
and sacred gift.”

Dr. Francis S. Collins was the head of the Hu-
man Genome Project and one of the world’s leading
scientists. He was the world’s leader in the study of
DNA, the code of life. Although he grew up as an
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in God and the Bible.

Through his scientific research, Dr. Francis S.
Collins arrived at this conclusion, “At the DNA lev-
el, we are all 99.9 percent identical. That similari-
ty applies regardless of which two individuals from
around the world you choose to compare. Thus, by
DNA analysis, we humans are truly part of one fam-
ily.” ( Collins, Francis S. The language of God: a sci-
entist presents evidence of belief. New York, Free
Press, 2006. p. 125-126)

The Bible announced this same conclusion in
1,500 B.C., or 3,500 years before today’s most ad-
vanced scientific research found the same conclu-
sion. How did the Bible know all of these facts that
are confirmed thousands of years later by scientific
research? Because the Bible is the word of God!

This is what the Bible said in 1,500 B.C.

Genesis 1:27-28 2 So God created man in his
own image, in the image of God he created him;
male and female he created them. 2 God blessed
them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the
fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every
living creature that moves on the ground.”

— NIV —

The Bible made this statement in the first cen-
tury: Acts 17:26 2 From one man he made every
nation of men... — NIV —

At the beginning of the 20th Century, scientists
believed that the universe is always in existence,
and there is no beginning or ending, thus denying
the creation. However, in the second half of the 20th
Century, scientists found that the universe is expand-
ing. Reversing the process, the universe must have
been very tiny millions of years in the past. Conse-
quently the Big Bang theory was accepted. This Big




tists, and that is, what was it one moment before the
Big Bang? Aside from the Bible, there is no answer.

Astrophysicist Robert Jastrow said, “Now we
see how the astronomical evidence leads to a bibli-
cal view of the origin of the world ... the essential
elements and the astronomical and biblical accounts
of Genesis are the same...”

This is what the Bible said in 1,500 BC:
Genesis 1:1 * In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth. — NIV —

Science deals with only the material aspect of
the universe and yet our lives are more than skin,
muscle and bones. Our souls are definitely more im-
portant than the physical part of our lives.

Proverbs 9:10 °The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy
One is understanding. — NIV —

John 3:16 *For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whosoever believes
in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

— NIV —
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Where Does the Love of Unbelievers Come From?

1 John 4:7 in the New Testament of the Bible
says that love comes from God, and yet we find un-
believers also show love. Parents of unbelievers
also love their children. Where does the love of un-
believers come from?

This is the text of 1 John 4:7-8: 7 Dear friends,
let us love one another, for love comes from God.
Everyone who loves has been born of God and
knows God. @ Whoever does not love does not know
God, because God is love. NIV —

Then, where does the love of unbelievers come
from?

Before we answer this question, let us first an-
swer a similar question. We know God, and God
only creates life. No one else can create life out of
nothing. Then, where did the life of the devil come
from? Naturally, it came from God. The life of un-
believers also comes from God. Then you are likely
to ask, “Why then did God create the devil? Why
did God create unbelievers?” The fact is that God
did not create the devil. God created angels and
granted them the freedom of choice as He did hu-
mans. Some of the angels misused the freedom of
choice and chose to rebel against God their creator.
They thus became devils. In the same way, God
created men and granted them freedom of choice.
Some humans chose to believe in Jesus and thus re-
ceived eternal life from God. These people in the
end will spend their eternity with God. However,
others chose not to believe in Jesus. These unbe-
lievers do not have eternal life as they do not want
it and as a result, they will not spend their eternity
with God.

You may have a question in mind: Why does
God not wipe out the devil and the unbelievers?
Although many people chose to rebel against God
and to deny God, the loving God still loves them,
providing them salvation and calling them to repent
and receive Jesus in order to be reconciled with God.

Andrew H. Wang

will forgive them their sins and give them eternal
life. However, God does not make salvation avail-
able to devils. At the end of this age, God will send
into hell all the devils and humans who refused to
be saved. This will be a tragic ending indeed! Since
the life of devils and unbelievers came from God,
likewise love of unbelievers also came from God.

I am sure you have observed that parents of ti-
gers, dogs, and cats also love their little ones. Where
does their love come from? It is naturally from God
as well. This is part of the instinct that God gave to
all animals and humans as well. The instinct of love
is rather limited, usually extending to one’s own
children and a few people who are nice to you.

However, when one repents and receives a new
life through faith in Jesus Christ, his or her capacity
of love is much enhanced.

Romans 5:5 5... because God has poured out
his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit...
— NIV —

So you will see the capacity of love of Chris-
tians is enhanced so much that you would spend your
energy, money, and time, etc. to convince someone,
even people you do not know, to believe in Jesus in
order to have eternal life. Why do you care about
them even though you even do not know them? It is
because of the love from God.

Matthew 22:37-40 3 Jesus replied, “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. * This is the first and
greatest commandment. % And the second is like it:
Love your neighbor as yourself. “ All the Law and
the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

— NIV —

Since God has greatly enhanced the capacity of
love in Christians, God asks Christians to exercise
that love to God first and then to others, beyond lov-
ing your own children.
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To Highpoint on your 25th anniversary

Russ Zinn

We rejoice with you as you mark 25 years. You have been faithful and God has added new
believers, key people to His Kingdom. This is good evidence that God has called you to a special
ministry.

This stream of new Christians brings glory to our Heavenly Father. It is an outreach to students
and young married people who come to Columbus from Chinese communities around the world.

We praise God for you and pray that He will continue to use you in this great work. I thank God
for every remembrance of you. We have always enjoyed our times with your congregation.

Valleyview Evangelical Friends Church deeply appreciates the great times of fellowship with
your people.

May the congregation at Highpoint Chinese Church continue to be good and faithful servants




Article for the Highpoint Evangelical Christian Church

Congratulations upon the 25th anniversary of the Highpoint Evangelical Christian Church! A
quarter of a century of history and testimony is no small matter. Many churches come and go, but you
have persevered for the glory of God!

Co-authors, Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert, in their wonderful book, What Is the Mission
of the Church?, states that “the church is sent into the world to witness to Jesus by proclaiming the
gospel and making disciples of all nations.” This well describes the mission that God has given to
Highpoint Evangelical Christian Church in Columbus, Ohio. This also states God’s orders for Grace
Baptist Church in Cedarville, Ohio where I have attended and served for the past 26 years.

We, as God’s children, have the high honor and responsibility to share the good news of Jesus
Christ’s saving power and sovereign reign to all people from every nation, and from all tribes and peo-
ples and languages. Jesus Christ, the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, and the beginning
and the end (Rev. 22:13), is our God, and He is the head of Highpoint Evangelical Christian Church.

Thank you for the privilege of sharing the precious word of God with you on past occasions.
You are a wonderful fellowship of God’s children. Recently I read the opening words of the Apostle
Paul to the church in Colossae (Col. 1:3-6, 9-10) and Highpoint came to my mind. Look at what Paul
says of the church he was addressing, “We (Paul and Timothy) always thank God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love
that you have for all the saints, because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard
before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is
bearing fruit and growing — as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the
grace of God in truth...And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking
that you might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so
as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God.”

These words could have been spoken directly to Highpoint Evangelical Christian Church. They
appear to me to fit you well. Your fellowship of believers has been a testimony of God’s amazing
grace, and I am praying that your best days are yet to come! May what the Apostle John said of some
churches in Revelation 2 never be said of Highpoint. He spoke of them as having abandoned their first
love, of false teaching, immorality, tolerance of immorality, and being lukewarm.

Until Jesus comes back to receive his bride, the church, may you continue to be faithful to his
word and his mission for the church. It’s going to be a great day when we join together at the marriage
supper of the Lamb and then spend eternity together!

Coram Deo (Before the Face of God),
Pastor Bob Rohm
Vice President for Christian Ministries, Cedarville University










From the Desk of Pastor Mike
Michael Barnett

Greetings brother and sisters at High Point!
Well 2013 is upon us, and we’re still here! The May-
ans were wrong (but Christians should have known
this to start with). Many people including Christians
were caught up in this prediction. I think it is funny
that so many people are willing to believe ancient
predictions by unbiblical people, which brings me
to my point for 2013. What does it mean that God
inspired the Bible?

To say that God inspired the Bible is to say
that the Holy Spirit supernaturally motivated and
superintended the prophetic and apostolic recip-
ients of revelation in the entire process of writing
their scriptural books. In other words, God guided
what the prophets and apostles were to write down.
The Holy Scriptures originated, not with the will
of its human writers, but with the will of God the
Holy Spirit (Second Peter 1:20-21). Over 3000
times biblical writers claim to have received their
messages from God. God the Holy Spirit (breathed
out or originated) the Scriptures through the human
writers (Second Timothy 3: 16). God prepared these
conscious, active, prophetic, and apostolic spokes-
men (and their secretaries) providentially by their
heredity, character, vocabularies, and writing styles.
At the appropriate time, in all the processes of writ-
ing, they were “moved by the Holy Spirit” (Second
Peter 1: 21). God commissioned his true prophets
to write, including Moses (Exodus 17:14; 34:27),
Joshua (Joshua 24:15-26), Samuel (First Samuel
10:25), Isaiah (lsaiah 30:8), Jeremiah (Jeremiah
30:2; 36:2, 17, 28-29), Ezekiel (Ezekiel 43:11), and
Habakkuk (Habakkuk 2:2. Hence, the Bible was not
a result of Israel’s quest for God; it is God’s witness
against Israel (Deuteronomy 31:26). Zachariah cries
over the fact that Israel “made their hearts like a rock
so that as not to obey the law or the words that the
Lord of hosts had sent by his Spirit through the ear-
lier prophets” (Zacharias 7: 12). The collection (or
Canon of biblical books began to be formed as “God
breathed or inspired writings were placed alongside

Commandments (Deuteronomy 31:24-26; Joshua
24:25-26; first Samuel 10:25; first Kings 8:9; Isaiah
8:20; 29:18; 34:16). The Lord Jesus Christ validat-
ed the Old Testament’s inspiration by quoting from
all three sections: The Law, The Prophets, and The
Writings (Luke 24:44). He endorsed the inspiration
and authority of the Old Testament in detail. Mat-
thew 5:17-18). The Lord also prepared his disciples
for the coming of the New Testament (John 16:12)
and so endorsed it in principle. Paul received reve-
lation pertaining to redemption (Galatians 1:11-17)
and expected his writings to be received as from
God (Second Thessalonians 2:13, 15) Peter classi-
fied Paul’s writings with the inspired Old Testament
(Second Peter 3:16). What the authors or their close
associates originally wrote in Hebrew, Aramaic, or
Greek were God breathed. Although their original
manuscripts have not been discovered, we know
what they wrote. In numerous available copies, quo-
tations, and translations, there is amazing agreement.
Through some 20 centuries of laborious copying and
printing, there have been no substantial variations of
any important fact or doctrine. So, in the 21st cen-
tury, we can rely on serious translations to convey
what believers need to be “equipped for every good
work” (second Timothy 3:17). The Holy Spirit attests
to the truth of this written revelation and uses it like
a sword to convict sin, draw sinners to Christ, build
them up, and send them out to bless the world (He-
brews 4:12). Because God breathed out the Scripture
all that the Bible affirms is true!!!! So the next time
you hear about crazy end of the world predictions,
remember it is only God’s word correctly interpreted
that is true. It is our guideline for living. My hope is
that God uses all of you mightily in 2013. May God
bless you all who call on his name!!!
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SEREREEENTBFEEFEMEESE MNIKE:

Organizations Amount (US$)
OMS International, Inc. (Rodney Williamson) $ 960/year
MCCA (FHEABEAEEEHS $ 600/year
Design for Destiny (Rev. Sholl’s ministry) $ 600/year
BNMERERL &L $ 600/year
Chinese Christian Mission (F15) $ 400/year
Village Gospel Mission (4/%8) & & FER $ 800/year
EZHES (Focus on the Family) $ 400/year
Focus on the Family $ 400/year
Houston Christian Assembly (EXEIz ) $ 600/year
The Back To God Hour Chinese Broadcast $ 800/year

ﬁiﬁﬂé FRF; mEAEA: BIRKA - 24T #



Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are
many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
Romans 12 : 4-5

FUEMP—EEF LB LEE  REBAEE—EKNBRE °
BEHFZ A £EBERA—B » GEBHEIERE  BEWL -
EHEEZ12: 45
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Teach me to do your will, for you are my
God. Psalms 143:10

I grew up in a culture in which almost ev-
eryone worships Buddha and a variety of gods.
It was thus natural for me to believe that we are
spiritual beings on a human journey. And life is
a journey, not a destination. But I also thought
that the Christian exclusive claim to the truth
was arrogant and the reason for many wars and
conflicts. With that thought, and even though I
was given a lot of opportunities in the U.S., I re-
fused to go to church until I finished my gradu-
ate studies. I became extremely bored and start-
ed to search for a purpose in life. So I accepted
my roommate’s invitation and started to go to
church. I opened my heart to the truth. Through
prayers, I came to realize that [ am a sinner and
I need salvation. I also came to appreciate that
truth, by its nature, has to be exclusive. If some-
thing is true, then all other contrary claims must
be false. A couple months later, I received Jesus
Christ as my personal savior and Lord. Since
then, I have not had any regrets about my deci-
sion, or any doubts in God’s promise, even in
the darkest days of my life.

In the first year of my marriage, I was diag-
nosed with uterine cancer. But I was not afraid
of the prospect of dying, because I had known:
“If we have been united with him like this in his
death, we will certainly also be united with him
in his resurrection.” (Romans 6:5). I did not
ask “why me?” because I had known: “There-
fore, just as through one man sin entered into
the world, and death through sin, and so death
spread to all men, because all sinned.” (Romans
5:12). I did not question God’s permission of
my suffering, because I had known: “My grace
is sufficient for you, for my power is made per-
fect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:9). I knew
I was not alone. “I am not alone, because the

Father is with me.” (John 16:32).

With God’s peace and comfort and my lov-
ing husband by my side, I battled the cancer. I
was not able to keep my uterus after months of
hormone therapy. Eventually I had to undergo a
hysterectomy. With one ovary intact, [ was left
with an option to have my own biological child
through a surrogate mother. My husband and I
love children very much. We were, however,
very uncomfortable with the process of in-vitro
fertilization. We were unsure if it was God’s
will for us to have a child that way. We started
to pray about it every day, and we did that for
almost eight years. We sought advice and coun-
seling from elders, pastors, and medical profes-
sionals. At one point, God seemed to make it
very easy for us to go ahead with surrogacy.
The best doctors in town were confident that the
child would be healthy. Our health insurance
company was willing to pay for the medical
bill, because the procedure was deemed a medi-
cal necessity in my case. There were surrogate
mother candidates; however, when we looked
for God’s blessing through prayers, we did not
get one. No matter how many times we prayed,
we did not have peace. I tried a number of
things to convince God that my plan was better,
and my way was more efficient, but it seemed
that God would not listen. We finally decided
to adopt instead. Amazingly, once that deci-
sion was made, we could sleep in peace again.
Within several months, God granted us a child,
the most precious gift we have ever received in
our lives.

I am thankful to God that he did not listen
to me. “*For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the
Lord. ‘For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.”” (Isaiah
55:8-9).

I am thankful to God that he does not
change. “Every good and perfect gift is from
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above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shift-
ing shadows.” (James 1:17).

I am thankful to God that we can put our
faith in him. “Cast all your anxiety on him be-
cause he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:7). “Do not
be anxious about anything, but in everything,
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, pres-
ent your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
(Philippians 4:6-7).

I have learned that it is never easy to sub-
mit ourselves in all things to the Lord. Howev-
er, only when we let our own will be swallowed
up in the perfect will of God, will we have the
strength and endurance to overcome trials and
temptations, and the opportunity to live the
abundant life God has prepared for us. As it is
written, “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Re-
sist the devil, and he will flee from you.” (James
4:7). It is my daily prayer that I will always
have his presence and guidance in my walk.
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My testimony

Serena Lee

Has it truly been four years since | moved from
my home of the Buckeye State?! Congratulations,
Highpoint, for staying steadfast to the will of God,
reaching out to His people in Columbus! I'm so
proud to say that my foundation in Christ was built
by the hard work of passionate people. Hearing all
the victories of my home church makes me swell
inside with joy, as well as hearing the hardships,
which makes me feel helpless and sorrowful. And
this is evidence of the bond that Christ has created
for everyone who has stepped into the environment
of Highpoint Church:

For | am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord (Romans 8:38-39).

Being physically separated from long-time
friends does not compare to the power of the Spirit,
which binds us together as a body, no matter where
we are in this world. There are so many memories
that | have from HPECC that will stay with me forev-
er! From getting in trouble with Auntie Jessica, play-
ing with the kids in the nursery, to Christmas carol-
ing with the whole church, and spending time with
my best friends in the whole world, God has blessed
me with this church family that | know | can always
return to. | always miss Home and think about High-
point very often!

I moved with my family from my comfortable
life in Columbus, Ohio when | was 12 years old, and
looking back, as | am now 16 years old and a senior
in high school, | have come to a realization of how
much | have changed as a person and a spiritual
leader. God’'s power working through my life has
truly become evident to me through my experienc-
es in California. | only have so much space to write
about the course of four years, so | will talk about my
experiences in missions. | was first exposed to the

urgency of evangelizing when | attended a mission’s
conference for Asian-Americans in 2010. Learn-
ing about world hunger, poverty, human trafficking,
along with the power of prayer and actions gave me
a conviction in my heart that called me into the field
of missions. Are hundreds of thousands of people
dying everyday without knowing Christ? Indeed, it is
true. And that was scary to me, and it still scares me
because it is our duty as Christ-followers to reach
out to the lost, and bring them to the love of God that
saves us all from our sins.

After that night at the conference, | went into
my room and prayed for fifteen minutes, taped a hu-
mungous world map to the wall, and signed up for my
first mission trip to Mexico. Soon after that, | would
find myself compelled to go to Taiwan for another
trip. Day by day, month by month, God has continu-
ally called me to be a witness to people wherever
| go. Issues of safety, comfort, and business soon
became less important as | saw my desire and pas-
sion of loving God bringing me to more mission trips.
| have learned so much as a believer, and | have
changed so much from these experiences! But there
were many things that came through hard ways to
teach me more than just “going.” In order to go,
many more components to a Christian’s life should
include love, grace, passion, humility, etc. If we were
required to carry all the commands that Christ has
given us as standards to live by, we would all be
dead because it is impossible for us to live perfectly.

And that’'s why we need Him so much more
than we think. | would love to tell you all so much
more about what God has been doing in my life, but
this aspect of the urgency of missions wherever we
are was what God greatly put in my heart to share
with my family in Christ. I'm praying that we would all
strive forward to continue running this race that God
has called us to be in. Jia you!
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My testimony

Steven Lee

When | was about 8 or 9 years old, | used to go
to church for the wrong reason. Or at least my mind
was completely fixed on this reason when | went
to church. Most kids would be excited for Sunday
School, or playing with their friends.

I, on the other hand, was excited for Jessica A-
Yi’'s sweet, green-apple flavored Mentos.

Every time | went to church, the first thing | did
was go to Jessica A-Yi, and simply ask, “Can | have
a Mentos?”

But it wasn’t that easy:

1. | had to say it in Chinese (the correct way
that is).
2. | had to give her a kiss on the cheek.

Somehow, every time | asked her, I'd always
forget how to say it in Chinese.

“WREIER - ROILIA 27 Id say.
“Nope.” She'd reply.

“HBRIER?
“Nope.”

“HERaIABE ?”
“Nope.ﬂ
Finally, | asked, “5BR&GE—EHER - 15 ?”
When | knew | gotit right, | immediately reached
for the candy I've been waiting for. Then she’d put
it away and say, “Give me a kiss first!” At that mo-
ment, there was no choice but to give her a kiss. If |
wanted to get the delicious Mentos, | would have to
be embarrassed by all the adults including my par-

ents. “That’s so cute,” they would say. “Little Steven
gave a kiss to Jessica A-Yi, aw!”

At last, | kissed her on the cheek, and ran away
with the Mentos. My mission was complete.
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Loving the Lord
Cindy Kao

The life of a Christian child is different than the
lives of children that have never experienced the
love of Christ. This thought never really occurred
to me until my mom talked about it in the car. It may
have just been another one of her lectures, but this
time | was listening. It's just like Christian children go
through more experiences than normal kids. For ex-
ample, just this year | went through one of the worst
arguments | had ever gone through. But as a child of
Christ, it felt like it strengthened my bond with Christ.

| decided to become a Christian for the rest of
my life because for some reason, | could always feel
the Lord watching over my whole family. One of my
mom’s most common phrases is: “Thank the Lord.”
Whenever she said something like that, it was ei-
ther because of a close call, or God had blessed us.
Feeling thankful to the Lord is all | could ever feel.
Even now, the Lord is still in my heart. He is in all of
our hearts, if we want him there, helping us through
the obstacles in life.

And hopefully, we all receive the Lord’s bless-
ings forever and ever,

Amen.
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| am Forever His Sheep

Some may question my faith in the LORD, my
savior, and that probably | was forced to go to church
against my own free will, since | was born into a very
devoted Christian family. In reality, | know from the
bottom of my heart that | am the luckiest person on
this beautiful Earth He created. Just think about it,
what is a better scenario than knowing GOD the
minute you were born, and then walking with him
step by step each day? | know without a doubt that |
love GOD deeply, and | chose my own path to follow
GOD'’s words and teachings. Looking around me, it
utterly amazes me how GOD created all the tiniest
details, and he loved even the sinners. To be honest,
| am indubitably sure that without GOD in my life, |
would not survive because he is my foundation and
my shepherd forever and always.

Obviously, many memories have been created
in my life in these 12 (almost 13!) years, but only
one memory has touched my heart to an extent that
| would have tears rolling down my face involuntarily.
| remember | was just 5 years old, and was starting
a whole new school year, for | was going to become
a first grader. My grandma (my mom’s mom) was
visiting us from Taiwan (my grandpa was still in Tai-
wan, since he was a statistics professor there, and
couldn’t fly over because of his job). One random
day, | heard my grandma talking about my great-
grandpa with my parents and | don't particularly re-
member what exactly happened to my great-grand-
pa, but | knew that it was sad, terrible, and scary
news. | remember my grandma bursting into tears
(my great-grandpa was her father), and telling my
parents to sit down on the ground and form a circle
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Lillian Lin

to pray. For some peculiar reason, my 5 year-old-self
plopped right next to my mother, and started to pray
in my loudest voice with tears streaming down my
face. | strongly remember the feeling when | prayed;
oh, it was such a powerful, fulfilling, and holy feeling
that | was thoroughly touched. To this day, | still don’t
understand how my 5-year-old-self knew what was
going on, and was actually moved by the Holy Spirit!
| believe that marked the day | first had contact with
GOD to such a degree, and that | accepted Christ
into my heart.

My family and | moved here (Dublin, OH) from
Farmington Hills, Michigan in the summer of 2006.
It was almost the time of a new school year again,
but this time | was going into second grade. This was
yet another time that | felt GOD was with me. | re-
member vividly the first day of second grade, for | felt
lonely with no friends or anyone | knew in school. My
homeroom teacher was a very nice but strict teacher
named Mrs. Powers that | would soon love. | also
remember that we had assigned seats in her class,
and | was placed with a pair of best friends. Feeling
awkward that they weren't talking to me, | decided
to make the first move: saying a friendly “Hi!” They
exchanged glances, and gave me “She’s weird” fac-
es. | felt extremely depressed, but yet GOD helped
and saved me. It is actually very funny that to this
day, | call them my “BFFLES” (Best Friends for Life
and Eternity), although Yuki moved back to Japan
in fourth grade, but at least | still have Jenna! As
the story continues, around halfway through my
second grade year, my parents successfully located
a nearby church: Highpoint Evangelical Christian
Church! I'm very glad that GOD chose this church
for us because the people in the church are very
warm, welcoming, and faithful sisters and brothers
in Christ. When | first came to the church, all the kids
were swarming around my brother and me, eagerly
asking us our names and where we came from. It
seemed like | knew them my whole life! | also like to
point out that my favorite time in church was when
there was a potluck, since all of the food was SO
DELICIOUS that | would get seconds! Furthermore,
| would like to thank Becina, Chelsea, Cindy, Dani-
elle, Kris, Shen-Ai, Tammy, and Victoria for being
such fun friends, and for making church feel like my
home!

Thank you GOD for saving me, and putting me
in such wonderful surroundings.

Happy 25th Anniversary HIGHPOINT EVAN-
GELICAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH!
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The Big Kids Club

Danielle Ding

I've been going to Highpoint Church my whole
life; 1 grew up with the scripture and knowing about
Jesus. On Sundays, | would go to Sunday school
and learn about people in the Bible like David and
Goliath, Jonah, Ruth and Esther. | never really un-
derstood why | went to church then. | went because
my parents wanted me to go and | never questioned
them; | just did what | was told. Back then, | went to
church to talk and play with my friends. | remember
when Becina, Hannah, and | wanted to be part of
the “Big Kids Club.” Michelle and Beniva would tell
us we would have to pass the test in order to be in
the “Big Kids Club”. Since we really wanted to be in
the club, we did all sorts of tasks for them hoping we
would pass the test. The funny thing is that we nev-
er got in. As the years went by, | realized that going
to church isn't just a place to hang out and have fun
with your friends; it's a place where we can all wor-
ship God and praise him. Although it is okay to hang
out with friends, church is really for all of us to learn
about God and how to live life according to God.

My testimony

Victoria Wu

When | was little and still living in China, | went
to church with my grandma and grandpa. Because |
was so little, | couldn’t understand anything until after
| came to America. In America, | went to a Chinese
church; because | was older, | learned that Christ
died for me on the cross. While reading the Bible at
home with my mom, | came across the part where
Jesus rose from the dead three days after his cruci-
fixion. And that was called the resurrection, and we
celebrate it on Easter. Before | read this passage,
| always thought that Easter was all about candy
and bunnies, but for Christians, the true meaning
of Easter is to celebrate that Jesus rose from the
dead. After that, | began to go to church more often,
and | wanted to learn more about Him. Now | go to
Highpoint Christian church, and | have lots of friends
there, and we learn the Bible together every Friday
evening and Sunday morning. | believe that God is
our only God and truly the God that saves us.

From left: Victoria, Chelsea, Cindy, Danielle
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Tagging up Turf

Tiger Sun

The following file is copyrighted to the main au-
thor; any illegal distribution of the file will result in
fines $100,000 to $500,000. Just kidding, but seri-
ously, mass distribution Kills a lot trees.

This is a story of my first time knocking on
people’s doors and spreading the gospel. It was the
summer of 2011 and my mom and | went to a sum-
mer retreat at Cedarville University. After lunch on
the second day, our pastor told us that we would be
going down a street and knocking on people’s doors
to spread Christianity.

When | heard this, | was like —

So Clint, our leader, Matthew (he will be
known as “Maps” from here on, but some-
times he will be mentioned as “Matthew” by other
characters), some other guy,* and | went on a small
bus to go down a street. We stopped at some ran-
dom house. | knocked on the door. An old lady on a
wheelchair came out with her husband behind her.
She seemed old and had lung problems because
she had a tube going up her nose. So | started my
speech that traces back to two thousand years.
When | was done telling her Jesus died on the cross
for us and the only way to be saved is to believe in
him, she said that if one does not sin in his or her life,
they can also get in Heaven. So | was like: “Yeah,
but that's not possible.” So she was like: “It is very
possible for someone to never sin, but | don’t know
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anyone.” Then | was like: “It is possible to not sin
ever once and get in Heaven, but no one has, is, and
will do it; only Jesus has achieved never sinning.”
Then she was like: “There are so many people on
the Earth it is very possible.” So then | was like: “It
is not possible because you are born with sin; Je-
sus was not born with sin because he is from vir-
gin birth.” So then she was like: “| have problems
understanding the virgin part.” So | explained from
Matthew (the book) how it was written that Jesus
was born from a virgin. She argued the same thing;
| explained the same thing (let’s ignore 2 minutes of
the debating part). She argued more with the same
reasons; | explained more with the same reasons
(let's ignore 10 more minutes of the debating part).
She still argued more with the same reasons; | still
explained more with the same reasons (let’s ignore
90 more minutes of the debating part,

ok, maybe not that long, but it was re-

ally very long). | was very dissatisfied

with her stubbornness and | thought —

Finally, the even war ended with a

compromise by Clint. He broke in and said, “Ok,
there might be people who get into Heaven with-
out believing in Jesus. At this moment, | would like

to say how | felt after that. | was
just like— | was too lost to say
anything. After Clint's talk with
the lady, they compromised
and she ended the topic. She

then said: “Let’s pray. When the other kids leave,
they always pray.” | agreed; Clint, Maps, some other
guy, and | prayed and then we left. | wasn’t very sat-
isfied about the result, | achieved nothing. We went
to the next house and it was Maps’ turn to speak so
he knocked on the door. Clint told me to stay behind
him because he thought | had good knowledge and
if Maps messed up | would save him from the mo-
ments of awkward silence. | was surprised how the
owner and his family were Christian, so that kind of
defeated the purpose of going into that house. Maps
made his speech without difficulties. When we were
about to leave, the owner invited us to some pop-
sicles since the weather was so
hot. So we ac- cepted and it's
the feeling of —

We left the house
thanking them for

after praying and
the food.
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It was time to move to another house, and Clint told
us to eat the popsicles before moving on so no one
sees us, because we were the only ones who got
them. When we were just about to get done with the
food, a large muscular and bearded male called to
us from the other side of the road and he pointed
at Clint. He said: “You, you right there, come here
I've got something to show you. | thought: “This guy
does not seem friendly; | need to leave, fast, before
any casualties take place.” Clint led us over and |
was very alert to the man’'s movements. When we
got there, he took out an old parchment and it said
“The Black Knight Organization — Protectors of the
Truth” in a fancy old font. So | thought: “Well at least
he believes in God.” Clint examined the paper care-
fully. The man said: “You didn’t know about that, did
you?” Clint replied: “Nope, never heard of it.” The
man asked us what we were doing and Clint said
that we were knocking on people’s doors to spread
the word. The man told us about the owners of a few
houses and what they were like. After the briefing,
we said bye to the man and left. As we were advanc-
ing towards the next house, the bus came back and
told us that it was time to go back, so we got on the

bus and went back.

After this, | wanted more time to go to other
people’s houses. Clint told me if | come next year,
| will get to do this again, | thought that would be
good. A year is a long time to wait, but | will accept
the challenge and come back. | will come back next
year more prepared and talk to the lady again and
change her views.**

*The “some other guy” might have been Nathan
or Joseph. However, the data to this part of the story
was partially lost/damaged, leading to incompletion.
Since the data was lost, there’s no proof that “some
other guy” really represents Nathan or Joseph. The
represented people are unclear and are still a mys-
tery currently.

**[t was planned for me to come
back next year, however, my
family planned for my dad and
me to go back to China. This
event led to a typical case of —

They asked, and he brought them quail and
satisfied them with the bread of heaven.
Psalms 105:40
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